Jayesh Patel leads Street Democracy's Functional Sentencing Project
and serves as defense counsel in Street Outreach Court Detroit.
Before founding Street Democracy, he worked at a DC economic
development nonprofit, organizing community actions and stabilizing
the lives of returning citizens. Outside of Street Democracy, Jayesh
currently serves on the lawyers committee of the ACLU of Michigan
and as a director of 482Forward, a Detroit parent-student advocacy
organization. Jayesh was previously the Chair of the American Bar
Association's Commission on Homelessness & Poverty and a clinical
professor at Mlch|gan State University's College of Law. Jayesh is a son of immigrants, a criminal, a
parent of two salty teenagers, and a husband to a better person.




