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Vivek Sankaran, ’01, a clinical professor of law at the University of 
Michigan Law School, advocates for the rights of children and parents 
involved in child welfare proceedings. His work focuses on improving 
outcomes for children in foster care by empowering their parents and 

strengthening decision-making processes in juvenile courts. 

Sankaran directs both the Child Advocacy Law Clinic and the Child Welfare Appellate Clinic, 
through which law students represent children and parents in trial and appellate proceedings. He 
has written numerous articles focused on improving the child welfare system and has litigated 
cases before the Michigan Supreme Court. 

In addition, he conducts state and national trainings and works on child welfare initiatives with 
various national groups, including the American Bar Association, Casey Family Programs, and the 
National Center for State Courts. 

After graduating from Michigan Law in 2001, Sankaran received a Skadden Fellowship to represent 
children at The Children’s Law Center in Washington, DC, where he remained until 2005, when he 
joined the Law School faculty. 

In 2009, Sankaran founded the Detroit Center for Family Advocacy, the first organization in the 
country to provide multidisciplinary legal assistance to families to prevent the unnecessary entry of 
children into foster care. In 2011, he was named Michigan’s Parent Attorney of the Year. Most 
recently, Sankaran co-edited both the first national book for family defense lawyers and the third 
edition of Child Welfare Law and Practice, a widely recognized resource used by child welfare 
lawyers across the country. 


