A Message from NAWJ’s President Hon. Fernande (Nan) R.V. Duffly

Dear members and friends,

 

As I continue to meet personally with members and supporters of NAWJ across the nation, I am constantly energized by the depth of the enthusiasm with which I am greeted when I speak about the programs and initiatives that NAWJ has launched and advanced.  In addition to the enormous support and hard work of NAWJ members, we owe much of our success to the indefatigable efforts of our Executive Director, Dru Ramey.  Our wonderful friend has decided that she would like to do substantive foundation work in New York City, and so it is with deep gratitude for all she has done for NAWJ, as well as personal sadness, that I have accepted her resignation, to take effect October 20, 2008.    

 

I traveled to the friendly town of Lindsborg, Kansas in mid-June, at the invitation of District 10 Director Carol Beier, to attend the Annual Kansas Women Attorneys Conference where I had the opportunity to meet with many judges, legal educators and attorneys from across the state who have convened at this site for nearly 20 years.   I explored with Carol her exciting, tentative proposal that Kansas City might be the site of NAWJ's 2011 annual conference. The educational programs focused on the conference theme "Of Women, War and the Law," and were uniformly excellent and included a session on Bankruptcy law -- in the materials distributed was NAWJ's "The Bankruptcy Card and How to Play It," by Judge Sarah Curley.  I had the privilege of giving a brief address about NAWJ, and giving NAWJ scholarships to two students, Trinia Arellano (University of Kansas School of Law)  and Allison English (Washburn University School of Law).  These extraordinary young women have already made unique contributions to advancing the interests of women and underprivileged individuals but share compelling personal histories in that each was among the first in her family to attend college and each is raising a family while her husband is serving in the US military and deployed out of state.  

 

Later in June I attended the Conference of Chief Justices in Anchorage, Alaska.  It was wonderful to be on hand to personally extend NAWJ's congratulations to those elected to the leadership of CCJ at the conference -- all members of NAWJ!  Margaret Marshall took over the reins as President of CCJ from Jean Toal; Christine Durham was elected 1st Vice-president and Dana Fabe 2nd Vice-President.  I also met informally with the many CCJ members who are also members of NAWJ, as well as with Hawaii's Chief Justice to discuss plans for an NAWJ event there in September.  Dana Fabe arranged for breakfast and dinner meetings with me and other NAWJ members in Alaska who were not attending the conference.  In addition to having the chance to meet informally with so many NAWJ members I attended excellent educational seminars (Judith Kaye and others participated on a panel moderated by Judith Resnik, that discussed the portrayal of legal matters in the news media and the obligations that the press and the courts have towards each other; Karla Gray moderated a panel that included Dana Fabe and others, that focused on enhanced civic education about the judiciary;  Ruth McGregor participated in an engaging and informative program "Trading Places: Judges and Reporters Walk in Each others Shoes") .  

 

I stopped off in Sacramento on my way back to Boston from Anchorage, to meet with Jay Long, President of Forster-Long, and two of the company's senior vice-presidents.  We discussed additional details of our collaboration whereby NAWJ will have access to Forster-Long's gender statistics about women in the state and federal judiciary -- which it gathers for its publication The American Bench -- and the time-table for launching Forster-Long's website that will be linked to that of NAWJ.  The data from Forster-Long will form a basis for NAWJ's Gender Statistics Report Card, and has already provided significant information that I have used in communications with appointive bodies, encouraging them to consider women and minority judicial candidates.  

 

As a postscript to my trip to London where I attended the UKAWJ meetings and met with a large contingent of women newly appointed to the Egyptian judiciary, I have been in communication with two Egyptian judges whom I met there.  Plans are being formulated to assist them to join us in Portland for our annual conference.

 

I look forward to seeing many of you in Chicago and Portland.

Nan Duffly
National Association of Women Judges

Mid West Regional Leadership Conference

Chicago, Illinois

August 27-29, 2008

Program Agenda

Wednesday, August 27
Location: InterContinental Chicago Hotel
5:00 – 7: 00 p.m. 
Welcome Judicial Reception for Early Arrivals


Conference Attendees and invited guests only


Location: Tower Lounge 
Thursday, August 28
Location: InterContinental Chicago Hotel
8:00 – 9: 00 a.m.
Continental Breakfast and Registration


Location: Trade Room

9:00 – 11: 30 a.m.
Program I - Tradition on Trial: Cross-Cultural Issues in the Courts


Location: Exchange Room



Joint Sponsorship by the American Bar Association, American Judicature Society

Program Chair: Hon. Delissa A. Ridgway, U.S. Court of International Trade, New York
Moderator: Professor Jonathan Turley, George Washington University Law School

Panelists:
· Hon. Bernice B. Donald, U.S. District Court for the Western District of Tennessee; frequent consultant on international rule of law issues 
· Professor Alison Dundes Renteln, Professor of Political Science and Anthropology, University of Southern California; lawyer, author, The Cultural Defense
· Rene L. Valladares, Esq., Chief of the Trial/Appellate Division, Office of the Federal Public Defender – Las Vegas; Editor/Contributor, Cultural Issues in Criminal Defense 


12:00-1:30 p.m.
Keynote Luncheon


Location: Renaissance Ballroom



Keynote Address



Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, United States Supreme Court


Award Presentation


NAWJ Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg Scholarship
2:00-2:30 p.m.
Program II – Remarks by Scott Turow, best-selling author


Location: Renaissance Ballroom
2:30-4:00 p.m.
Panel–Impact of Attrition of Women in Large Firms on Judicial Diversity and Judicial Independence


Moderator:
Hon. Sophia H. Hall, Administrative Presiding Judge, Circuit Court of
Cook County; NAWJ Past President


Speakers:
· Jane DiRenzo Pigott, Esq., Managing Director, R3 Group LLC
· Stephanie A. Scharf, Esq., Schoeman, Updike, Kaufman & Scharf
· Lauren Stiller Rikleen, Esq.,  Bowditch & Dewey; author, Ending the Gauntlet: Removing Barriers to Women's Success in the Law 
· Hon. Fernande Duffly, Massachusetts Appeals Court; NAWJ President
· Judith Schuch, Esq., DLA Piper U.S. LLP
· Assistant Dean Francine Soliunas, Chicago-Kent College of Law
5:30-7:00 p.m.
Gala Reception



Location: 340 East Randolph Street, Wintergarden Room, 25th Floor.

9:00-11:00 p.m.
Hospitality



Location: InterContinental Chicago Hotel, Tower Room.

Friday, August 29
Location: InterContinental 
Chicago Hotel
9:00-10:00 a.m. 
Continental Breakfast


Location: Ferris Room

10:00-11:30 a.m.
Program III – Ethics Jeopardy: Judicial Ethics for the 21st Century


Location: Ferris Room


Program Chair: Hon. Jane Spencer Craney, Morgan Superior Court 3


Speakers:
· Hon. Gordon Doerfer, President-Elect, American Judicature Society

· Meg W. Babcock, Indiana Commission on Judicial Qualifications

· Hon. Patricia Riley, Indiana Court of Appeals

· Dr. Frances Kahn Zemans, Justice System Consultant
Noon

Adjournment
NAWJ 30TH ANNIVERSARY ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

"Keeping The Promise………"

October 15-19, 2008

Have You Made Your Hotel Reservation?
Lodging – Only a few rooms remain in our block!
Rooms at the Portland Marriott Downtown Waterfront have been guaranteed at the single rate of $163.00 (city view) or $183.00 (water view) plus tax, single or double occupancy.  For reservations, call 1-800-228-9290 and state that you are with the National Association of Women Judges. Reservations must be made on or before September 26, 2008, to guarantee the conference rate (subject to availability). 

Draft Agenda – Subject to Change:

	Wednesday, October 15, 2008

	Noon - 5:30
	registration

	12:00 - 4:00
	NAWJ Board Luncheon and Meeting 

	4:30 - 5:30
	New Members Welcome Reception 

	5:30 - 7:30
	General Welcome Reception (Sponsored by Audrey Hepburn Children’s Fund)

	7:30 - 9:30
	Movie screening of “Holly” 
This captivating and emotional film is sponsored by LexisNexis® in its effort to help combat and raise awareness of the epic problem of child prostitution and to promote the Rule of Law.

	Thursday, October 16, 2008

	7:30 - 5:00
	registration

	7:30 - 8:30
	continental breakfast

	8:30 - 9:15
	Opening Session
Introduction:

Honorable Ellen F. Rosenblum
Oregon Court of Appeals

Conference Chair

Welcome:

Honorable Paul J. De Muniz



Chief Justice
Oregon Supreme Court

Honorable Mary M. Schroeder
Former Chief Judge
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit 

President’s Report:
Honorable Fernande R.V. Duffly
Massachusetts Appeals Court

	`
	Keeping the Promise of the Rule of Law
Moderator:

Susan M. Hammer
Dispute Resolution Services, Portland, Oregon
Panelists:

Honorable Bernice Bouie Donald 
U.S. District Court for the Western District of Tennessee



Professor Margaret Levi



Jere L. Bacharach Professor of International Studies, 



Department of Political Science, University of Washington

Honorable M. Margaret McKeown



U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit



Norman Sepenuk



Norman Sepenuk PC, Portland, Oregon



Criminal defense lawyer at the International Criminal Tribunal for the 



Former Yugoslavia at the Hague

	10:30 - 10:45
	break

	10:45 - 12:00
	Breakout A:
Effective Communication with the Media
Moderator: 
Honorable Jean Kerr Maurer
Presiding Judge, Multnomah County Circuit Court, Portland, Oregon
Panelists:

Sherry Lee Alexander, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, School of Mass Communication Loyola University
New Orleans, Louisiana

Robert H. Alsdorf
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP
Seattle, Washington 
Charles F. Hinkle
Stoel Rives LLP
Portland, Oregon
	Breakout B:
Creative Problem Solving in Administrative Hearings
Moderator: 


Honorable Margaret A. Mangan 
D.C. Office of Administrative Hearings 

Panelists: 


Judge Carol Feinman 
New York Office of Temporary Disability Assistance
Brooklyn, New York

Judge Brian O. Watkins 
Washington Office of Administrative Hearings 
Olympia, Washington
District Chief Judge Jennifer Gee 
U.S. Department of Labor 
San Francisco, California
Judge Marjorie Rasmussen 
Administrative Hearings Bureau, California Department of Insurance 
San Francisco, California
Judge J. E. Sullivan 
U.S. Social Security Administration
Morgantown, West Virginia
	Breakout C:
NAWJ New Judge Program
Moderator: 


Honorable Rosemary Barkett
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit

Panelists: TBD

	12:00 -1:45
	Luncheon

Keynote Speaker: Donzaleigh Abernathy: “A Personal Perspective on the Civil Rights Movement”
Donzaleigh Abernathy is the daughter of Reverend Ralph David Abernathy, who co-founded the Southern Christian Leadership Conference with Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  This organization was a leading force in the American Civil Rights Movement.  Her presentation will provide personal insights into the lifelong relationship between her father and his closest friend.



	1:45 - 2:00
	break

	2:00 - 3:15
	Breakout A:
Beyond the Bars: A Practical Guide to Planning a Program for Your Local Women's Prison
Moderator:  

Honorable Vanessa Ruiz
District of Columbia Court of Appeals

Panelists: 



Honorable Dana Fabe
Chief Justice
Alaska Supreme Court
Honorable Julie E. Frantz
Multnomah County Circuit Court, 
Portland, Oregon
Honorable Brenda P. Murray
Chief Administrative Law Judge
Securities and Exchange Commission
Washington, D.C.
Honorable Cathy H. Serrette
Circuit Court for Prince George’s County, 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland
Honorable Betty J. Williams

Kings County Criminal Court,
Brooklyn, New York
	Breakout B:
Modern Tribal Courts: Multi-Jurisdictional Approaches to Shared Legal Challenges
Moderator:  
Honorable Susan Owens

Washington Supreme Court
Panelists:
Judge Lisa Atkinson
Chief Judge of the Port Gamble Tribe 
Edmonds, Washington
Edmund C. Goodman
Hobbs Straus Dean & Walker LLP
Portland, Oregon
Judge Teresa Pouley
Tulalip Nation
Bellingham, Washington

Judge Mark Pouley
Chief Judge of the Swinomish Tribe
La Connor, Washington


	3:15 - 3:30
	break


You can register for the conference on-line at www.nawj.org
American Bar Association’s Annual Meeting

New York City, August 7-12, 2008

Many of you will want to attend the ABA’s Annual Conference in New York City this week, August 6-12th, where NAWJ President Fernande R.V. Duffly and many of our members will be appearing on a wide variety of panels and programs.  NAWJ is sponsoring tables at the Margaret Brent Awards Luncheon on August 10th, where NAWJ members Linda Murnane and Ruth Cooper Burg will be honored recipients of the prestigious Margaret Brent Award.

At the August 9th, Thurgood Marshall Award Dinner, Nancy Gertner will be only the second woman (the first being Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg) to receive the Thurgood Marshall Award.  U.S. Appeals Court Tenth Circuit Judge Deanell Reece Tacha will be the recipient of the ABA Judicial Division’s highest honor, the John Marshall Award, at a Gala Reception on the evening of August 8th.

National Association of Administrative Law Judiciary

2008 Annual Conference and Meeting

The Administrative Judiciary:

Defining Justice in a Changed World
October 11-15, 2008, New York City

_________________________________
Conference inform ation and registration forms are also available online.  Please visit www.nycla.org, www.naalj.org, or www.nysalja.org.
EARLY REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS AUGUST 15, 2008.
Register early to receive a significant discount on your registration fee.
EDUCATIONAL TOPICS
The educational program will investigate the complex issue of justice in our world from many viewpoints..  The program offers provocative new topics and fresh perspectives on traditional topics.  The following is just a small sample:
 
· Access to Justice: Transparency, pro se litigants, use of plain language, cross-cultural competence, access for people with disabilities, the use of technology and best practices for Judges and Agencies. 

· Judges are People Too: Integrating our personal and work lives. 

· Blinking on the Bench: How Judges Judge: An interactive session focused on how judges make decisions and the differences between intuitive decision-making and deliberative decision-making on the bench. 
· The Battle Against Bias: Our Responsibility as Judges and Humans. 

· Demystifying Scientific Evidence: Categorization and Prediction. 

· Special Education (two sessions): Pro se parents, Autism Spectrum Disorders. 

· New Tools and Common Traps in Online Legal Research. 

· International Perspective: Administrative Law Developments in China.
 
The following Distinguished Law Schools and Universities are represented by faculty or contributed other conference support: Albany Law School, Brooklyn Law School, Buffalo Law School, Cardozo School of Law, CUNY Law School, Columbia University Law School, Cornell Law School, Hofstra University School of Law, Hunter College, New York Law School, New York University School of Law, Pepperdine University School of Law, Seattle University School of Law, SUNY at Albany, Vanderbilt Law School, William and Mary Law School, and Yale Law School.
 
For a link to a detailed Conference Agenda, with course descriptions and speakers, please visit www.nycla.org, www.naalj.org, or www.nysalja.org.
American Bar Association’s Appellate Judges Conference November 13-16, 2008, Scottsdale Arizona

For those of you who are not familiar with this yearly Educational Seminar, here is a little background. The ABA has several divisions, one of which is the Judicial Division. The Judicial Division has several sections called “Conferences” and "Appellate Judges" is one of the Conferences. The Appellate Judges Conference has 3 subsections: Judges, Counsel of Appellate Staff Attorneys and Counsel of Appellate Lawyers. 

The seminar will focus on the challenges facing appellate judges and lawyers.  The first speaker is Sandra Day O’Connor.  Others include Deans Kenneth Starr and Erwin Chemerinsky as well as appellate judges, lawyers and staff attorneys from across the country.  This seminar is a great networking opportunity for not only you but also for your clerks and for appellate attorneys.  We ask for you help in spreading the word about this valuable seminar.  More seminar details can be found at www.law.smu.edu/ajei. 

The conference is Thursday, November 13 to Sunday, November 16. The hotel is the Doubletree Paradise Valley in Scottsdale, Arizona on Scottsdale Road. There is a convention rate (and a government convention rate). Book early to be sure! It is not a huge hotel (about 375 rooms). Doubletree Paradise Valley Resort/Scottsdale 5401 N. Scottsdale Road, Scottsdale, Arizona, United States 85250-7090, Tel: 1-480-947-5400   Fax: 1-480-946-1524 

The registration for ABA members is $475- CASA, $575- Judges, and $675- CAL. Non ABA members is an additional $50.  The registration form will be posted on the ABA web site beginning on June 30, 2008.
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