A Message from NAWJ’s President Hon. Fernande (Nan) R.V. Duffly

Greetings members,

In keeping with my commitment to fulfilling the NAWJ Long Range Strategic Plans of building collaborative relationships and enhancing awareness of NAWJ as a national voice for women judges, I have during the month of May continued to represent NAWJ at various events and meetings throughout the country.   

 

Close to home, I participated on a panel with Massachusetts women legislators at Framingham MCI in Massachusetts,  the country's oldest female correctional institution.   NAWJ members and representatives from the Caucus of Women Legislators met with prison officials and Commissioner Harold Clark.  This was a significant opportunity in terms of NAWJ's ongoing collaboration with women in the justice system.  I described NAWJ's initiatives across the country, including efforts to create in-house nurseries for incarcerated women and their infants, among others.  

 

You will recall that I formed the NAWJ Task Force in Massachusetts  co-chaired by Nancy Gertner, made up of women leaders in the law, that was tasked with finding ways to specifically address the failure of women and minorities to advance in the profession.  One proposal seeks to invite law firms to submit additional information about attorney retention and related topics to the National Association for Law Placement (NALP) for inclusion in the NALP law firm profiles (we think that it is in the best interest of law students to be able to compare statistics regarding attorney retention, just as for the past 30 years, NALP has enabled women and minority students to compare data about women and minority hiring and retention and pro bono commitment).  Harvard Law School Dean Elena Kagan has indicated her support of the proposal and members of the Task Force met earlier this month with HLS representatives to plan our approach to NALP.  Based on our discussions we are currently seeking additional support from major law schools and law firms before submitting our proposal to NALP for consideration at its July meeting of the Board.      

 

In this connection, I had the good fortune of meeting with NAWJ's wonderful Resource Board co-chair, Karen Johnson-McKewan, a partner at Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe's San Francisco office.  Karen has been working with me in connection with plans to analyze gender statistics being collected by Forster-Long and now available to NAWJ.  Karen described Orrick's commitment to finding ways to improve retention of women and minorities and will seek Orrick's support for the NALP proposal.   

 

My meeting with Karen took place last week in San Francisco, en route from Denver and to Portland, Ore.   I was in Denver to address women judges at a wonderful lunch event co-chaired by Colorado Supreme Court Justice Mary Mullarkey and District 12 Director Marcia Kreiger.  The luncheon at the Denver Athletic Club was very well attended by over 25 women from the state and federal bench.  The last such event had been 10 years earlier, and there was palpable excitement in the room at this renewed chance to meet other women judges.  (Another smaller reception that was to have been held in conjunction with a conference did not take place due to scheduling conflicts.)   

 

I left Denver, stopping over in San Francisco, for Portland, OR where I was met by District 13 Director Julie Frantz, who showed me around Portland, including some of the sights that will be available to those attending NAWJ's Annual Conference in Portland October 15-19.  I then attended a reception hosted by the Conference Friends Chair, the incomparable Lindsey Hughes, also attended by our amazing Conference Chair Ellen Rosenblum.  The mutual fondness and respect that the bench and bar have for each other in Portland was evident; and my meetings with Friends and Judges Committee members at this reception and the dinner that followed left me full of excitement and confidence that the conference will be a success on many levels.

 

NAWJ's June 25th Third Annual Women Chief Justices/Congressional Caucus on Issues Luncheon is also in the final stages of planning.  Again co-chaired by Gladys Kessler and Vanessa Ruiz, together with Caucus Co-Chair Lois Capps and Cathy McMorris Rodgers, events commence with dinner for early arrivals on June 24th at the home of Sheila Hollis, managing partner of our newest Landmark Sponsor, Duane Morris. Following the Luncheon, to be held in Rayburn Building Rm. B-340, NAWJ attendees will meet with women Senators at a meeting, to be held n the Capitol, Rm. S-115,  hosted by Missouri Senator Claire McCaskill (we thank Missouri Chief Justice Laura Denvir Stith for her invaluable assistance).  I'll be there, and will stay for the dinner honoring Arline Pacht, the founding "Mother" of IAWJ.  District 4 scheduled its biannual Edna Parker Award Banquet at the Cosmos Club, to coincide with the Congressional lunch, in hopes that you would be able to attend.  

 

I look forward to reporting to you about this and other events and planned trips in my next travel blog. 


Nan Duffly
NAWJ Midwest Regional Leadership Conference

August 27-29, 2008

Location: InterContinental Hotel
Register on-line today at www.nawj.org
Highlights:

Wednesday, August 27
Welcome Judicial Reception for Early Arrivals
Thursday, August 28
Continental Breakfast and Registration
Program I - Tradition on Trial: Cross-Cultural Issues In The Courts  - Joint Sponsorship by the American Bar Association, American Judicature Society

Keynote Luncheon


Keynote Address



Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, United States Supreme Court


Award Presentation


NAWJ Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg Scholarship
Program II – Remarks by Scott Turow, best-selling author

Panel–Impact of Attrition of Women in Large Firms on Judicial Diversity and  Judicial Independence
Gala Reception

Friday, August 29
Continental Breakfast
Program III – Ethics Jeopardy: Judicial Ethics for the 21st Century

Adjournment
NAWJ 30TH ANNIVERSARY ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

"Keeping The Promise………"

October 15-19, 2008

Invitations to be mailed in just a few weeks!

HIGHLIGHTS

Plenary Sessions:  
· Keeping the Promise of the Rule of Law

· The Roberts' Court -- Continuing to Evolve

Breakout Sessions:
· Effective Communication with the Media 

· Creative Problem Solving in Administrative Hearings

· Annual New Judges’ Program

· Beyond the Bars:  A Practical Guide to Planning a Program for your Local Women's Prison

· Tribal Court 101

· A Complete Guide to Advance Directives

· Our Aging Population and the Court System

· Presentation of film "Holly" (Sponsored by LexisNexis)
· The Emerging Role of Victims in Criminal Cases

· Techniques for Judges and Lawyers to Handle Self-represented Litigants

· Advances in Reproductive Genetic Technology

· How to Prepare for and Effectively Respond to Attacks on Judicial Independence

· Bringing About Needed Changes in Law Firms

· Resolving Disputes Out of Court -- the Growing Role of Mediation

· Zero to Three:  Using the Science of Early Childhood Development in Court

· The Promise to Maintain our Environment

· Technology and the Court System

· The Hague Convention on International Child Abduction
Keynote Speakers:

Donzaleigh Abernathy:  A Personal Perspective  

Ms. Abernathy, an actress in LA, is the daughter of the Reverend Ralph Abernathy and will talk about her days of marching for the Voting Rights Act with him and her "Uncle Martin." 

Linda Greenhouse, Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter who has covered the US Supreme Court for the New York Times for three decades

Hon. Judith Kaye, Chief Judge, New York Court of Appeals

Ann Rule, crime novelist

Please bring a book or two to this dinner to donate to the Coffee Creek Women’s Correctional Institution Library.

Have You Made Your Hotel Reservation?
Lodging

Rooms at the Portland Marriott Downtown Waterfront have been guaranteed at the single rate of $163.00 (city view) or $183.00 (water view) plus tax, single or double occupancy.  For reservations, call 1-800-228-9290 and state that you are with the National Association of Women Judges. Reservations must be made on or before September 26, 2008, to guarantee the conference rate (subject to availability). 

You can register for the conference on-line at www.nawj.org
NAWJ Planning to Launch the Third Member-Get-A-Member Campaign!

Under the direction of NAWJ’s Membership Outreach and Retention Committee Co-Chairs, Judge Joan Churchill and Col. Linda Strite Murnane, NAWJ will be launching the second campaign in 2008.  Keep an eye out for campaign materials in the very near future.
Judge Sandra L. Lynch, First Woman to Lead First Circuit Federal Appeals Court

Judge Sandra Lynch will become the ninth chief judge of the First Circuit Court of Appeals since Congress created the position in 1948, and will be the first woman to hold the post. Judge Lynch will succeed Chief Judge Michael Boudin on June 16, according to the office of the circuit executive. As chief judge, Judge Lynch will serve as executive officer of both the First Circuit Court of Appeals and the Judicial Council of the First Circuit. She will also represent the First Circuit in biannual meetings of the Judicial Conference of the U.S., the judiciary's national policy making body. Judge Lynch has served for 13 years on the First Circuit Court of Appeals and is the first and only woman judge on that court. She was appointed by President Bill Clinton to the court on May 1, 1995, on the recommendations of Senators Edward M. Kennedy and John Kerry.

NAWJ Resource Board Member Bernice Leber to Lead New York State Bar Association

June marks the beginning of NAWJ Resource Board member and Arent Fox partner Bernice K. Leber’s term as President of the New York State Bar Association, the largest voluntary bar association in the US (72,000 members). In addition, she currently serves as a director of the New York Bar Foundation; member of the Corporate Board Selection Committee of the Financial Women’s Association; First Vice-President from First District to the New York State Bar Association Executive Committee and House of Delegates; member of the Executive Committee of the Intellectual Property Section of the New York State Bar Association; and member of the Finance Committee of the State Bar Association. She is also former chair of the New York State Bar Association’s Commercial and Federal Litigation Section (1997-1998) and Past Chair-Elect of the Section; past Chair of the Subcommittees on Discovery, Appellate Practice, Federal Judiciary; and past member of the Courts of Superior Jurisdiction (1995-1998), Committee on Judicial Administration, and the Civil Courts Committee for the Association of the Bar of the City of New York. 

Bernice K. Leber's practice concentrates on the prosecution and defense of complex civil business disputes, with an emphasis on those involving securities, financial and intellectual property. 

NAWJ Purchases a Table for the 18th Annual Margaret Brent Women Lawyers of Achievement Awards Luncheon, August 10, New York City
Tickets are $150.00 and VERY limited. Contact Jeff at jgroton@nawj.org to reserve your ticket.

The Margaret Brent Women Lawyers of Achievement Award, established by the ABA Commission on Women in the Profession in 1991, recognizes and celebrates the accomplishments of women lawyers who have excelled in their field and have paved the way to success for other women lawyers.

NAWJ Purchases a Table for the Thurgood Marshall Reception and Dinner, August 9.
The Thurgood Marshall Reception and Dinner to be held at the ABA Annual Conference, on the evening of Saturday, August 9th, at which U.S. District Judge Nancy Gertner, Co-chair  of our Federal Courts Committee, and speaker at our recent Boston conference, will receive the Thurgood Marshall Award, as the second woman (after Justice Ginsburg) ever to receive this distinguished award.  

Tickets are $180.00 and VERY limited. Contact Jeff at jgroton@nawj.org to reserve your ticket.

New, Recommitted Landmark Sponsors

Duane Morris LLP and Sedgwick, Detert, Moran & Arnold LLP join NAWJ’s distinguished corps of supporting firms as Silver Landmark Sponsors. Farella Braun + Martel, one of the first Landmark Sponsors who began support through the program in 2005, has recommitted its giving at the Silver level. A complete list of Landmark Sponsors follows:

Diamond ($75,000 over three years)

LexisNexis

Platinum ($50,000 over three years)

Latham & Watkins LLP
Morrison & Foerster LLP*
O'Melveny & Myers LLP
Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw & Pittman LLP
Gold ($30,000 over three years)

Arent Fox PLLC
Audrey Hepburn Children's Fund
Barbara McConnell Barrett, Esq.
Boies Schiller & Flexner LLP
Elizabeth Cabraser
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Dickstein Shapiro LLP
Edwards Angell Palmer & Dodge LLP
Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson LLP
J.G. Wentworth
Robert Kaufman, Esq.
Lieff Cabraser Heimann & Bernstein LLP
Linda Morgan, Esq.
Paul, Hastings, Janofsky and Walker LLP
Guy Rounsaville, Jr., Exec. V.P.-General Counsel, La Salle Bank
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP & Affiliates
Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal LLP
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Thomson/West
White & Case LLP
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr, LLP
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati Foundation
Silver

Coblentz, Patch, Duffy & Bass LLP
Detert, Moran & Arnold LLP
Duane Morris LLP
Farella Braun + Martel LLP
Howard Rice Nemerovski Canady Falk & Rabkin
Hunton & Williams LLP
Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP
Sedgwick, Detert, Moran & Arnold LLP
Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP
Walkup, Melodia, Kelly, Wecht & Schoenberger
Anonymous

Bronze

Fensterstock & Partners LLP
Flemming Zulack Williamson Zauderer LLP
Folger Levin & Kahn LLP
Goodin MacBride Squeri Day & Lamprey LLP
NAWJ Co-Sponsors the Project for Attorney Retention Conference
Positioning Law Firms for Long-Term Success:

New Strategies for Advancing Women Lawyers

May 15, 2008
Cafritz Conference Center, Third Floor Ballroom

George Washington University

800 21st Street, NW, Washington, D.C.

Despite best intentions and a variety of women’s initiatives, legal employers are still having a difficult time retaining and promoting women lawyers. This conference will provide legal employers with innovative, proven strategies for advancing women lawyers and, ultimately, strengthening their organizations for the future.

Agenda:  

9:00
Registration and coffee
9:30 
Welcome (Manar Morales)

9:35
Keynote: Why Women’s Initiatives Fail and What to Do about It (Joan Williams)

10:00
Successful Women, Successful Firms: Eleven Practical Strategies for Recruiting, Retaining, and Advancing Women Lawyers (Cynthia Calvert, Linda Chanow, and Consuela Pinto) 

11:00
Break
11:15 
A View from the Road Ahead: Innovations from Accounting Firms for Law Firms to Adopt Now (Patti Yoder, Mid-Atlantic People Team Leader, Ernst & Young LLP; Lisa A. Madden, Partner, Corporate Group (former Managing Partner, Washington National Tax Office), KPMG)

12:15
Lunch: sandwich buffet

       

1:15
Building a Culture of Inclusiveness: A View from Inside a Firm (Ellen Ostrow, Founder and Principal, Lawyers Life Coach LLC; Karen Hansen, Esq., Chair, Diversity Committee, Beveridge and Diamond, P.C.)  

1:45
Measuring for a Purpose: What Law Firms Can't Afford to Ignore (M.J. Tocci, President, Fulcrum Advisors)

2:15
Leaders for Today and Tomorrow: Advancing Women through Succession Planning (Ida Abbott, President, Ida Abbott Consulting LLC)

2:45
Break 

3:00:
Refining Law Firm Culture to Support Flexibility (Jeannine Rupp, Principal, Armonia LLC) 

3:30 
The Client’s Perspective on Women Lawyers in Law Firms (Hinton J. Lucas, Jr., Associate General Counsel and Chief Administrative Counsel, Dupont; Miguel R. Rivera, Sr., Associate General Counsel, Wal-Mart) 

4:15
This is How We Do It: Law firm representatives discuss their successful strategies (Roundtable discussion)

4:50
Closing Remarks (Joan Williams)

    

Reception 5:00 – 6:00

Registration: Register by mail using the form below or online at www.pardc.org after April 15.  Questions? Send us an email at conference@pardc.org, or call 301-580-2490

District 4 of the

National Association of Women Judges

Cordially invites you

To our

Edna G. Parker Award Banquet and Reception

 In honor of

The Honorable Arline Pacht 

Founding President of the International Association of Women Judges

And

New & Recently Elevated Women Judges

Wednesday, June 25, 2008 at 6pm

Cosmos Club

2121 Massachusetts Avenue, North West

Washington, District of Columbia

Valet Parking

Metro Stop: Dupont Circle

Coat & tie required for men

Cost: $75 per person; Advance reservations and payments are required.  

Early reservations are encouraged.
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