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• New York Gov. Mark Patterson Appoints Judge L. Priscilla Hall to the Appellate Division 
• International Women’s Day Celebration in New York
• District Three Honors Hon. Irma S. Raker, Host Joint Dinner with MD Women Legislators
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Improve Diversity, Be a Mentor 

In an effort to improve diversity on the bench and encourage minority lawyers to seek and achieve judicial office, the Judicial Division of the ABA has initiated a Judicial Mentor Program. The program will match minority lawyers with judges in the area of the judiciary in which the lawyers have an interest. 
ABA membership is not required for participation. Judges in all courts are invited to register online at http://www.abanet.org/jd/ under the Judicial Mentor Program. 
Contact Gilda Fairley at 800-238-2667, x 5705 or Hon. Leslie Miller, 520-740-4470.

Alaska Governor Sarah Palin Appoints

Judge Morgan Christen to the Alaska Supreme Court 

On March 4 Anchorage Superior Court Judge Morgan Christen was selected to be appointed to the Alaska Supreme Court by Alaska Governor Sarah Palin. Judge Christen was born in Chehalis, Washington. After attending colleges in England, Switzerland, and the People's Republic of China, she received a bachelor's degree in international studies from the University of Washington in 1983, and a law degree from Golden Gate University School of Law in San Francisco, California, in 1986. Christen worked as a law clerk to Anchorage Superior Court Justice Brian Shortell from 1986-87, then joined Preston, Gates & Ellis in 1987, becoming a partner in 1992. She was appointed as an Anchorage Superior Court justice in 2002, and has been presiding judge since 2005.

The Alaska Supreme Court serves as the ultimate court of appeals for the state's District and Superior Courts. The court also administers the state's judicial system.

New York Governor David Patterson Appoints

Administrative Judge L. Priscilla Hall

to the Appellate Division, Second Department 

Governor David Patterson announced on March 5, 2009 that he has appointed the Honorable L. Priscilla Hall, Administrative Judge of the Criminal Term of the Supreme Court, to the Appellate Division, Second Department.  Justice Hall was elected to the Supreme Court in 1993.  She previously served on the bench of the New York City Criminal Court and the Court of Claims.

Justice Hall is a long time member of the NAWJ and is active in the New York State chapter of the NAWJ.

International Women’s Day Celebrations
Honoring International Judges

and the 53rd U.N. Commission on the Status of Women

March 5th in New York City

Thursday March 5, 2009

A reception program where international judges will speak on this year’s U.N. theme “The Equal Sharing of Responsibilities between Women and Men, Including Care giving in the Context of HIV/AIDS.”

Time of reception:
6:30 PM – 8:00 PM 

Location of reception:
New York City Bar Association
Hughes Room
42 West 44th Street, New York, NY 10036

Co-sponsoring Organizations:
The National Association of Women Judges and its District 2 and District 3 Chapters

The Cyrus Vance Center & Council on Judicial Administration of the New York City Bar Association

The New York State Bar Association and its Judicial Section

The Brooklyn Women’s Bar Association

The New York County Lawyers Association and its Women’s Rights Committee

The New York Association of Lesbian and Gay Judges

The United States Committee for UNIFEM, Metro New York Chapter

The New York Women’s Bar Association

The Queens Women’s Bar Association                       
RSVP for Thursday reception: No admission charge, but space is limited and will be reserved on a first come, first served basis. Please register online at www.nycbar.org
District Fourt hosts Joint Dinner with

Maryland Legislative Women’s Caucus
Honors the Hon. Irma S. Raker 
March 10 in Annapolis, Maryland
District Four will hold its annual dinner with the Maryland Legislative Women’s Caucus and honor the Honorable Irma S. Raker who retired from Maryland’s highest court the Maryland Court of Appeals. The Government House is the official residence of the governor of Maryland and his family. It is located in Annapolis, directly across the street from the historic Maryland State House.
Time of Dinner:
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 

Location of reception:
Government House
State Circle, Annapolis, Maryland
Contact District Three Director Judge Cathy Hollenberg Serrette, Prince Georges County Circuit Court at chserrette@gmail.com.  
Association of the Bar of the City of New York
presents

‘U.S. Response to Judicial Rule-of-Law Challenges
in Countries in Crisis’
March 11 in New York City 

This program will examine challenges to the rule of law and the judicial system in nations in crisis, and the U.S. Government's response to these challenges through the State Department's Office of the Coordinator for Reconstruction and Stabilization and the newly established Civilian Response Corps. This event is free and open to the public.
Speakers: 
· Ambassador John E. Herbst
U.S. Secretary of State’s Coordinator for Reconstruction and Stabilization 
· Hon. Victor Marrero
U.S. District Judge for the Southern District of New York 
· Hon. Phillip Rapoza, 

Chief Justice of the Massachusetts Appeals Court 
· Bruce C. Swartz, 

U.S. Department of Justice, Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division 
Moderator: 

MELANNE CIVIC, Senior Rule of Law Advisor in the U.S. Department of State Office of the Coordinator for Reconstruction and Stabilization 

Hosted and Sponsored by: 
            The Bar of the City of New York, Committee on International Law, Arthur Rovine, Chair 

Co-sponsored by: 
· American Society of International Law, Transitional Justice and Rule of Law Interest Group; 

· U.S. Institute of Peace, International Network to Promote the Rule of Law; 

· Lawyers Without Borders

With support of the American Bar Association, Section of International Law 

Time:

6:30 to 8:00 PM
Location: 
The Association of the Bar of the City of New York

42 West 44th Street New York, NY 10036 

(212) 382-6600 

Registration: register online on the Bar of the City of New York website:
http://www.nycbar.org/EventsCalendar/show_event.php?eventid=1071 
Contact: David Cinotti, email: David_Cinotti@ca2.uscourts.gov 
New York County Lawyers Association

holds

Women’s History Month Celebrations

Award Reception, Lecture on Surrogate Court
March 18 and March 31 in New York City 

Wednesday March 18, 2009

Edith I. Spivack Award Reception

This year’s Spivack Award will be presented to Jessica Neuwirth, president and co-founder of Equality Now, and Taina Bien-Aimé, executive director of Equality Now.  Equality Now was founded in 1992 to work for the protection and promotion of the human rights of women around the world through the mobilization of public pressure.  Issues of concern include rape, domestic violence, reproductive rights, trafficking, female genital mutilation, political participation and gender discrimination. 
A NYCLA member for 44 years, Edith I. Spivack served as chair of NYCLA's newly created Special Committee on Women’s Rights beginning in 1993. It soon became a standing committee and under her extraordinary leadership, the Committee was highly regarded for its advocacy of equal rights under the law for women. In addition to the leadership role taken by Ms. Spivack, she is remembered for her service as mentor, role model and inspiration to many women lawyers. 

RSVP: dlamb@nycla.org and write ‘March 18 event’ in the Subject line. Event link: http://www.nycla.org/index.cfm?section=Calendar&page=event_Detail&itemID=1504&dateID=20090318 
Time of reception:
6:00 PM 

Location of reception:
New York County Bar Association
14 Vesey Street, New York City
Contact: Anita Aboulafia, aaboulafia@nycla.org, (212)267-6646x225 or Jennifer Wang, jwang@nycla.org, (212) 267-6646x211.
Tuesday March 31, 2009

Hon. Renee R. Roth Presents Ruth Lewinson Lecture
Hon. Renee R. Roth will present a lecture titled Reflections on the Surrogate’s Court.  Judge Roth, who served as Surrogate of New York County for 25 years, was responsible for 132 reported opinions, many addressing novel issues including the: rights of children born through in vitro fertilization, rights of non-marital fathers in adoption cases and reformation of trusts involving Subchapter S corporations and grantor retained income trusts (GRITs).  She is committed to both training lawyers and informing the public about her areas of expertise. Since 1980, Judge Roth has been an adjunct professor of law at Fordham Law School, specializing in estates administration.   

Ruth Lewinson, NYCLA’s first female officer as well as the first woman to have her portrait hung in the Home of Law’s auditorium, joined NYCLA in 1920 as one of 33 female members among a total of 3664.  She was a trusts and estates lawyer and a NYCLA treasurer from 1935 to 1971, holding that post longer than anyone else in the Association’s history.

RSVP: dlamb@nycla.org and write ‘Lewinson Lecture’ in the Subject line. Event link: http://www.nycla.org/index.cfm?section=Calendar&page=event_Detail&itemID=1544&dateID=20090331
Time of reception:
6:00 PM 

Location of reception:
New York County Bar Association, 14 Vesey Street, New York City
Contact: Anita Aboulafia, aaboulafia@nycla.org, (212)267-6646x225 or Jennifer Wang, jwang@nycla.org, (212) 267-6646x211.
Justice La Tia W. Martin Honored
 Lifetime Achievement Award

Pace University Law School
March 26th in White Plains, New York

The Public Interest Scholarship Organization (PILSO) is proud to recognize the Honorable La Tia W. Martin, Supreme Court Justice, Westchester County, as the recipient of the 2009 Lifetime Achievement Award. Judge Martin has led a distinguished career in public service.

Judge Martin’s dedication to public service began shortly after earning her Juris Doctor from Rutgers University School of Law when she was appointed an Assistant District Attorney in the Bronx County District Attorney’s Office. IN 1982, she was named Inspector General of the New York City Department of Consumer Affairs by the agency’s then Commissioner. She was later promoted to the role of Inspector General of the Department of Finance, Tax Commission, Financial Information Services Agency and Office of Payroll Administration. Following

four years as General Counsel for the New York City Office of the Sheriff, she was appointed to Criminal Court of the City of New York and was elected to Bronx County Civil Court in 1998. During the same period, she was appointed Presiding Judge of the newly created Bronx County Domestic Violence Court. As a result of her success on the bench, the court was designated as the domestic violence model for the entire City of New York, Judge Martin was elected to State Supreme Court, Bronx County in 2003. Since 2006, Judge Martin has been assigned to the Westchester County Supreme Court Matrimonial Part.

PILSO is honored to have the opportunity to recognize Judge Martin and her accomplishments. Her continued service and dedication to the public illustrates to the Pace Law School Community the type of success PILSO hopes to bestow upon its members and grant recipients through our scholarship fund.
The Public Interest Scholarship Organization (PILSO), established in 1990, provides grants on a competitive basis to students pursuing public interest law summer internships and careers. To achieve this end, PILSO’s mission is “To establish an awareness of the continuing need for legal services of the disadvantaged and to support the aspirations of those who seek careers in public interest law by funding student summer projects and employment in organizations that work on behalf of disempowered and underrepresented groups of people.”
Time of reception:
7:00 PM 

Location of reception:
Pace Law School
Tudor Room, Preston Hall
78 North Broadway, White Plains, New York 10603
RSVP to Tasha Fasce at tfasce@law.pace.edu by Thursday March 5th.
New Jersey Women Lawyers Association 

presents

2009 Women’s Initiative and Leaders in Law Awards Gala
April 2nd in Somerset, New Jersey 


The New Jersey Women’s Lawyers Association will hold its 2009 Women’s Initiative and Leaders in Law (“WILL”) Platinum Awards Gala April 2, 2009 at The Palace at Somerset Park in Somerset, New Jersey from 6:30 pm -10:30 pm. 
The Gala will afford the New Jersey Women Lawyers’ Association opportunity to honor talented women in the legal profession who have made exceptional individual achievements, exhibited a commitment to the development of the legal profession, and made significant contributions toward resolving gender equity challenges and other issues unique to women. 

In addition, this year, NJWLA will honor a male who has contributed significantly to the advancement and retention of women in the legal profession.  Law school scholarships will also be awarded.  Contact: Mary Raugh, Executive Director of New Jersey Women Lawyers, (973) 820 -1171.

NAWJ Midyear Meeting and Southeastern Leadership Conference in Atlanta Georgia, April 3-5, 2009
MidYear Meeting and Southeastern Leadership Conference

April 3-5, 2009

Atlanta, Georgia

Host Hotel

Reservations are now being accepted at Intercontinental Buckhead in Atlanta, Georgia. Room rates are $179.00 per night and you may reserve accommodations by calling 1-877-422-8254 and identifying our group name National Association of Women Judges.  The NAWJ room block is limited and the rate is subject to availability.

Registration

Conference registration fees are $125 for NAWJ members, $175 for non-members. Download the registration form or register online at www.nawj.org.

Conference Chairs

Hon. Leah Ward Sears, Supreme Court of Georgia

Hon. Carol W. Hunstein, Supreme Court of Georgia

Program Chairs

Hon. Cynthia J. Becker, DeKalb County Superior Court, Georgia

Ms. Silvia A. Gaines, Georgia Committee on Access & Fairness in the Courts, Administrative
       Office of the Courts

Ms. Leah K. Givan, MSW, Coordinator of the Commission on Children, Marriage and Family
       Law, Supreme Court of Georgia

Hon. Nina M. Radakovich, City Court of Atlanta (Retired)

Program Schedule*
Friday Keynote Luncheon 

Keynote Speaker: Hon. Glenda Hatchett

Retired Chief Presiding Judge, Fulton County, Georgia Juvenile Court

Host of syndicated show “Judge Hatchett.”

Friday Afternoon Panels - Family Law 

De Facto Parenthood and Child Well-Being

Professor Robin Fretwell Wilson, Washington & Lee University Law School
The American Law Institute (ALI) has proposed sweeping changes in the legal conception of parenthood that would confer custody and visitation rights on de facto parents, and strip legal parents of the prerogative to decide who has contact with their child. In many ways, the ALI is engaged in an admirable undertaking: to provide children with enduring contact with the only father a child has known, but significant unintended consequences are likely to result. 


Protecting Children and Our Liberty
Tom Rawlings, Director, Georgia Office of the Child Advocate
What is the proper balance between aggressive action to protect children from abuse and neglect and undesirable over-reaction resulting in the erosion of civil liberties? What about the state imposition of psychological harm on children and their families? What is the law? This session will discuss these issues in the context of the recent case involving the removal of 460 children from the Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (FLDS) compound in Texas. 

*These programs have been approved for CLE credit by the State Bar of Georgia.
Friday Evening Reception at The Offices of Nelson Mullins
Sponsored by Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP

Equal Access to Justice Scholarship Awards

Saturday NAWJ Board Meetings 

Saturday Afternoon 

Visits to local Atlanta attractions: High Museum, Georgia Aquarium 

Saturday Evening Judicial Reception 

The home of Georgia Supreme Court Presiding Justice Carol W. Hunstein. 

Friends Committee Chairs

Linda A. Klein, Esq., Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC 

Stephanie E. Parker, Esq., Jones Day 

Elizabeth A. Price, Alston & Bird LLP 

Lynn M. Roberson, Esq., Swift, Currie, McGhee & Hiers LLP 

Lovita T. Tandy Esq., King & Spalding LLP 

Lee Wallace, Esq., Bird Law Group, P.C. 
Sponsors
Platinum

Daily Report

Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP

Gold

Butler, Wooten & Fryhofer, LLP
Silver

Cook & Connelly

Kilpatrick Stockton LLP

Bronze

Atlanta Bar Association

Atlanta Braves

Doffermyre Shields Canfield Knowles & Devine LLP

Hall, Booth, Smith & Slover, PC

Malone Law

Supporter

Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC

Bodker, Ramsey, Andrews, Winograd & Wildstein, P.C.

Bondurant, Mixson & Elmore, LLP

Georgia Defense Lawyers Association

Locke Lord Bissell & Liddell LLP

Lynn Roberson, Esq.

Jim McDonald

Slappey & Sadd, LLC
District Nine Conference
St. Louis, Missouri

April 17-19, 2009
District Nine will hosts its district conference in St. Louis, Missouri at the Frontenac Hilton Hotel on April 17-19, 2009.  The theme of the conference is "Emerging Issues in the Judiciary."  The conference will open with a Friday evening reception.  Panel presentations and discussions will be held on Saturday with a guest luncheon speaker.  There will be a Saturday night dinner and a farewell brunch on Sunday.  Please contact Judge Brenda Stith Loftin, past president of NAWJ, for further information.

Save the date cards were mailed to the district nine membership at the end of February.  District Nine includes Iowa, Missouri and Wisconsin.
International Association of Women Judges

Board Meeting
April 30th in Washington D.C.
A welcoming reception program to highlight visiting judges.
Time of reception:
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 

Location of reception:
TBD 

Contact: Alison DeCamp, email: events@iawj.org,  Phone: (202) 661-6501. 
University of Texas School of Law’s

Center for Women in Law

Holds “Women Power Summit”
May 1, 2009 in Austin, Texas
Four Seasons Hotel
Participants welcome for the concluding sessions of the Women’s Power Summit on Law & Leadership – a gathering of specially selected leading women in law, young lawyers and law students. Convened by the Center for Women in Law at the University of Texas’ School of Law, the event will build on the Summit’s goal of advancing the place of women in the legal profession.

The Day’s Highlights:


Welcome by Senator Kay Bailey Hutchinson


Austin Manifesto on Women in Law by Summit Chair Diane C. Yu

An Intergenerational Dialogue


Keynote by Marie C. Wilson
For more information: www.utexas.edu/law/academics/centers/cwl/summit.
NAWJ’s 2009 Annual Conference to be held October 15-18

The Peabody Hotel, Memphis, Tennessee   
Justice on the River, Navigating Change

NAWJ 31st Annual Conference

October 15-18, 2009

Memphis, Tennessee   

JOIN US! 

Host Hotel

Reservations are now being accepted at The Peabody Hotel in Memphis, Tennessee for this year’s Annual Conference. Room rates are $199.00 per night and you may reserve accommodations by calling 1-800-PEABODY (Press 2) and identifying our group name National Association of Women Judges.  The NAWJ room block is limited and the rate is subject to availability.

Registration

Conference registration fees are $475 for NAWJ members, $495 for non-members, and $450 for first-time attendees. Download registration form or register online at www.nawj.org.

Program Topic Highlights*

Gender Bias in Media Coverage

Bankruptcy

Judicial Independence

Developing our Authentic Leadership

Implicit Bias

Emerging Issues in Litigation Resulting from New Legislation

Open Courts and Secret Settlements

Judicial Productivity and Stress Management

Role of the Courts in Overseeing Executive Functions in Difficult Economic Times

Immigration

Law and Literature

International Technical Assistance and Outreach
*subject to change
Conference Chairs

Hon. Earnestine H. Dorse, Memphis City Court

Hon. Janice M. Holder, Tennessee Supreme Court

Conference Chairs Planning Assistants

Danielle Mitchell, Law Clerk, U.S. District Court, Western Tennessee

Stevie N. Phillips, Law Clerk, Tennessee Supreme Court
Conference Committees

Education and Programming

Chair: Hon. Bernice B. Donald, U.S. District Court, Western Tennessee 
Hon. Paulette Delk, U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Western Tennessee

Ron Dowling, Chief Deputy Clerk of Court, U.S. District Court, Western Tennessee

Hon. Julia Gibbons, U.S. Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit

Hon. Holly Kirby, Tennessee Court of Appeals

Liz Mason, LexisNexis
Hon. Camille McMullen, Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals
Hon. Diane Vescovo, U.S. District Court, Western Tennessee
Friends

Co-chair: Jeana Littrell, FedEx Express

Co-chair: Jill Steinberg, Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC

Amy Amundsen
Calvin Anderson

Kristine Gerhard Baker

Kathryn E. Barnett
Jim Berry

Cynthia Collins

Ron Dowling

Gregory M. Duckett

Julie H. Ellis

Harry Goldsmith

John Golwen

Sara Hall

Thomas L. Henderson

Gina Higgins

Tiffany Johnson

Quitman R. Ledyard

Connie Lewis Lensing

Sheri Lipman

Miles Mason, Sr.

Kathy May

Elizabeth Robben Murray

Amy Pepke

Richard Roberts

Jo Speak

Ed Stanton

Shea Wellford

W. Steven West

Ricky Wilkins
Sponsors**

Alpha Legal Solutions
Alpha Reporting Corporation 

The Court Improvement Fund for U.S. District Court, Western Tennessee
FedEx Express 

Herman Herman Katz & Cotlar LLP
Martin, Tate, Morrow & Marston P.C.
Memphis/Mid-South Chapter of the Federal Bar Association
Methodist LeBonheur Healthcare
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart, P.C.
Quattlebaum, Grooms, Tull & Burrow PLLC

Law Offices of Ricky E. Wilkins

**in alphabetical order

Finance

Chair: Hon. Jennie Latta, U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Western Tennessee

Hon. Earnestine H. Dorse, Memphis City Court

Ron Dowling, Chief Deputy Clerk of Court, U.S. District Court, Western Tennessee

Anne Fritz, Memphis Bar Association

Hon. Patricia Odell, Shelby County Divorce Referee
Theme

Dottie McCallen, Memphis Bar Association

Hon. Loyce Lambert-Ryan, Shelby County General Sessions Court, Criminal Division 

Volunteer

Chair: Hon. Paulette Delk, U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Western Tennessee

Jennifer Hagerman, Burch Porter & Johnson, PLLC

Stacie Winkler, Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC

Publications

Chair: Dottie McCallen, Memphis Bar Association

Karen Campbell, Apperson Crump & Maxwell, PLC 

Tiffany Johnson, The Cochran Firm

Suzanne Landers, The Landers Firm

Keynote Speaker

Hon. Deborah Pace Branan, Branan Law Firm; Shelby County Assistant Divorce Referee

Hon. Earnestine Dorse, Memphis City Court

First Time Attendee/Mentor

Chair: Hon. Camille McMullen, Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals

Hon. Bernice B. Donald, U.S. District Court, Western Tennessee 

Hon. Betty Thomas Moore, Shelby County General Sessions Court, Civil Division

Hon. Ann Pugh, Shelby County General Sessions Court, Criminal Division

Social Events

Chair: Hon. Earnestine Dorse, Memphis City Court

Hon. Carolyn Blackett, Shelby County Criminal Court

Hon. Phyllis Gardner, Shelby County General Sessions Court, Civil Division

Hon. Deborah Henderson, Shelby County General Sessions Court, Civil Division

Hon. Loyce Lambert Ryan, Shelby County General Sessions Court, Criminal Division

Kay Robilio, Circuit Court of Tennessee for the 30th Judicial District at Memphis

Silent Auction

Chair: Kathy Mayr, Alpha Reporting Corp.

Hon. Carolyn Blackett, Shelby County Criminal Court

Hon. Patricia Odell, Shelby County Divorce Referee

Dine Around

Chair: Hon. Karen Williams, Circuit Court of Tennessee, 30th Judicial District at Memphis

Hon. Kenny Armstrong, Chancellor, Shelby County Chancery Court 

Hon. Jayne Chandler, Memphis City Court

Hon. Camille McMullen, Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals

Hospitality Suite

Chair: Hon. Donna Fields, Circuit Court of Tennessee, 30th Judicial District at Memphis

Hon. Joyce Broffitt, Shelby County General Sessions Court, Criminal Division

Hon. Paula Skahan, Shelby County Criminal Court
The International Association of Women Judges

10th Biennial Conference

May 11-15, 2010 in Seoul, Korea   

NEW DATES: IAWJ’s announces new dates for its next Biennial Conference to take place May 11-15, 2010 in Seoul, Korea.  Look for more information about the conference, jointly convened by the IAWJ and its Korea Chapter, on the IAWJ’s website www.iawj.org. 

Keep NAWJ Up-to-Date on Your Local Activities!
If you would like to post events on the NAWJ Web calendar please send an e-mail with “NAWJ Calendar Submission” in the subject line to lcousin@nawj.org and include the following information (in this format) in the body of that e-mail—

Event date: 
Event time: 
Event title: 
Event description: 
Contact: 
Location: 

You may attach flyers or registration forms to be posted along with your event. Thank you for your help.
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